Canadian Tire Jumpstart Program Overview – for applicant families:
What is it? 
“Canadian Tire Jumpstart Charities is a registered charity (#1379 29 451 RR0002) dedicated to removing financial barriers so kids across Canada have the opportunity to get off the sidelines and get into the game.”
Jumpstart funding can be used towards a wide variety of sports and physical activities.  
Jumpstart offers funding to families with children aged 4-18 that meet their low-income criteria. 
To determine eligibility, Jumpstart uses Revenue Canada’s Low Income Cut-offs (LICOs) which are published by Statistics Canada. These are available here: http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/75f0002m/2013002/tbl/tbl02-eng.htm
To use the Stats Can Chart: 
• 	Find the size of the family unit down the left-hand side.
•  	Find the community size across the top.
Where the column and row meet is the LICO for that family unit size in the community.
To prove eligibility, applicants will have to upload an income assessment, prior year T4 statement, or three consecutive pay stubs at the time of application – this information is kept confidential. 
How much funding can we get?
There are two primary pots of funding that low-income families can access: 
1) The Big Play (released for a limited time each year) which provides $500/year for 3 years to get kids involved in minor hockey 
2) The regular program (accepts applications “year round” - Jan 15 – Nov 1) which provides up to $300/eligible activity. 
Both programs have an annual maximum of $600/child/year. 
Note: these are maximums and the amount awarded is subject to chapter discretion and local demands. 
What can this funding be used for?
Jumpstart funds can be used towards registration costs, transportation costs, or equipment necessary to the sport (vouchers are provided). 
Eligible sports/activities are listed here: http://jumpstart.canadiantire.ca/content/microsites/jumpstart/en/how-to-get-help.html#sports 
Note: If your sport/activity is not already listed, families will be prompted to contact their local Community Partner to see if Jumpstart funding can be used. 
Eligible sport/activity programs must run a minimum of five weeks in duration and at a minimum of one session per week. In the case of camps, a duration of one week with five consecutive days in session is acceptable. 
What do we need to know to apply?
Funding is not given directly to applicant. It is given to the “payee” (a registered sports/activity provider or in the case of equipment – a retailer). So, make sure applications are completed well before fees are due as processing takes 4-6 weeks for registration support (with an additional 2-4 weeks for equipment requests) and could be longer if the payee is not already approved in the Jumpstart system. 
Note: If, at the time of application, your organization does not appear in the Canadian Tire jumpstart system (via autofill of the payee form field), you will need to cancel your application and send an email to jumpstart_admin@cantire.com requesting that this payee is added to the database.
For this email, you will need to know the following about your organization: 
•	legal business name
•	mailing address
•	contact info (phone number and email)
•	website address (if available)
Also make sure that your child is registered or in the process of registering for the given sport/activity program at the time of your application – since you will need to know these costs for the budget portion of the application (e.g. $200 to AAA Baseball League for Spring Registration fees and $100 to Canadian Tire for a new batting helmet). 
Note: In the above example, $300 would be the limit for your spring activity application, later that same year you could apply for an additional $300 for a successive season (e.g. a summer baseball session) or a different activity (e.g. fall swimming). Your maximum for all registration fees, equipment, and transport – across all sports and including minor hockey funded under “Big Play” support – for the year is $600. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Update: Families are now able to submit a paper application to their approved service provider (who will then submit the application on your behalf). 

